
INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGES EXTRA: TO RUSSIA WITH LOVE

Aslar is rising over Moscow, sliin-

ing brigiit witii 1 1 wall-to-wall

screens, digital sound systems

and the most state-of-the-art moviego-

ing experience available to local film

lovers. Dubbed the KinoStar de Lux,

the ambitious new theatre is the flag-

ship Russian site for Rising Star Media,
a joint venture between Dedham,
Mass.-based exhibition giant National

Amusements and international cineplex

developer Soquel Ventures. The plex is

just the first of what the company
hopes will be a circuit of modern
moviehouses in the major urban mar-
kets of the emerging territory.

The KinoStar, which was launched in

grand style in September, was—by all

accounts—a long time in the making.

"This is probably the longest due dili-

gence period in history to get a project

underway," says National Amusements
president and Rising Star Media chair-

man and CEO Shari Redstone.

Both Redstone and Paul Heth, CEO
of Soquel Ventures and president of

Rising Star, trace the birth of the idea

for an ultra-luxurious cinematic venue

in Russia back to the early 1 990s, when
Heth paid a courtesy visit to Redstone's

otTice with the intent of sharing his

The "De Lux" lobby at the KinoStar in Moscow.

insights about the state of exhibition in

the former Communist country. "A 1
5-

minute appointment turned into an
hour-and-a-half appointment, talking

about cinema strategy," he says. And
while Redstone notes that "the timing

didn't seem right for a lot of reasons"

during their initial conversation, the

pair maintained a professional relation-

ship that eventually led to their respec-

tive companies' partnering on The

Bridge—Cinema de Lux concept,

which comprises two upscale multiplex-

es in Los Angeles and Philadelphia.

With the success of The Bridge ban-

ner of theatres bolstering her enthusi-

asm, Redstone says that she found the

courage to begin exploring the poten-

tial of the Russian market. "Frankly, it

probably took me less than an hour
into my trip to realize that this was the

opportunity of a lifetime," she says. "I
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SB-6 SURROUND SPEAKER MOUNTING BRACKET

Level Mount or 15°Tilt-

Now One Bracket Does Both

ADVANTAGES:
Adjusts for OP or] 5°m
Solid & safe -55 lb.

rated load

¥ Conceo/ed-
practically invisible

A/tows one-person
mounting

¥ Economical &
affordable

Call or e-mail us today for

specifications and prices

SOUNDFOLD ALSO SELLS & INSTALLS
acoustical wall coverings, wall carpet,

front ends & maskings, screens and frames

AAAA 9200 N. STATE RT. 48
CENTERVILLE, OH 45458
1-800-782-8018

e-mail: tsickels@soundtold.com
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