
APRThe day after April Fools laurels the multiplex with three 

comediesÑ Diary of a Wimpy Kid , Furry Vengenence  

and Tyler PerryÕs Why Did I Get Married?  None of them 

will have it easy. The cash cow occasionally known as Miley 

Cyrus ditches her Hannah Montana alter ego for The Last Song , 

a drama about an angry teen girl forced to reconnect with 

father Greg Kinnear through their shared love of piano. Then, 

Jude Law and Forest Whitaker costar in Repo Men . ItÕs not a 

redo of the Ô80s classic; itÕs short for ÔRepossession MamboÕ and 

it spins the organ harvesting plot of Paris HiltonÕs Repo: The 

Genetic Opera ($146K in 11 theaters) into a sci-Þ  thriller. And 

if thatÕs not plenty, MGM embraces Easter season with Mary, 

Mother of Christ , a high brow biopic starring Al Pacino, Jes-

sica Lange, Peter OÕToole and Jonathan Rhys Meyers with Ca-

milla Belle as the worldÕs most famous mom. 

After that debut, April takes a breath and releases just two 

ß icks on weekend #2. The Þ rst Þ nds Warner Bros. trying to 

scare up some of WatchmenÕs $107 million magic with The Los-

ers, a glossy, malevolent comic book adaptation about a gang 

of persecuted commandos out for revenge. Folks who want 

laughs will visit 20th Century Fox as it pans for 40-Year-Old 

VirginÕs $109 million gold with Date Night , a rom com starring 

Steve Carell and Tina Fey as a married couple whose big night 

out gets derailed by everyone from Mark Wahlberg and James 

Franco to Kristen Wiig and Ray Liotta. 

On April 16, A Nightmare on Elm Street  gets its reboot 

with Jackie Earle Haley (Watchmen, Little Children ) as the knife-

Þ ngered villain. If thatÕs not scary enough, fans can wiggle their 

ticket-buying Þ ngers at Piranha 3D, Þ nally getting its release 

after its summer Ô09 debut was delayed. Meanwhile, Chris Rock, 

Tracy Morgan and Martin Lawrence try to wring laughs out of 

Death at a Funeral , David Duchovony and Demi Moore star 

as a suspiciously perfect suburban family in The Joneses, and 

Nicholas Cage and SuperbadÕs Christopher Mintz-Plasse take 

names in the superhero comedy Kick-Ass.

All thatÕs left in April is green and gold. Green for Disneyna-

tureÕs second Earth Day release, Oceans, which plumbs the 

beautiful depths of the sea. Gold can only mean one thing: 

Gordon ÒGreed is GoodÓ Gekko. Yes, Michael DouglasÕ infa-

mous magnate has been sprung from prison by Oliver Stone 

and in Wall Street 2: Money Never Sleeps , heÕs thrust into 

the wreckage of the recent Þ nancial crisis where heÕll mentor 

Shia LaBeouf while slicing off his own piece of the bailout pie. 

May 2009 was a box ofÞ ce bonanza. Et 

tu, 2010? The Þ rst weekend should set 

the tone when Iron Man 2  brandishes 

its might. The Þ rst installment was a smash hit 

with a $318 million domestic gross (and $585 

worldwide). And the buzz is even bigger this 

time. You canÕt Þ ght steel with steel so Iron Man 

2Õs only rival on May 7 is Summit EntertainmentÕs 

Letters to Juliet , a sprightly romance about a 

Yankee girl (Amanda Seyfried, the yearÕs go-to 

starlet) on a romantic quest in Italy. Mexican 

heartthrob Gael Garcia Bernal co-stars.

So far, only UniversalÕs Robin Hood  has laid 

claim to May 14. The swashbuckling adventure 

stars Russell Crowe as the leggings-clad hero 

with Cate Blanchett as his Maid Marion. ItÕs been 

2010 THE YEAR AHEAD

64 BoxofÞ ce á The Business of Movies January 2010

I CAN THINK
OF A FEW REASONSÉ

Michael J. White and Tasha Smith 
cozy up in Tyler PerryÕs Why Did I 

Get Married?

BRAINS OF STEEL
After the athletic success of 

Sherlock Holmes Robert Downey 
Jr. will be anointed actionÕs new 

king in time for Iron Man 2


