deep below the restless subduction zone at the
eastern edge of Puget Sound, in the shadow
of the volcanic Cascade Range, there exists
hidden beneath a slippery zone of Lawton clay
a hatchway hewn from the ancient timbers of

the now threatened Whitebark Pine.

As truth became legend, and legend became
myth, the stories of what lay hidden for nearly
a century remained unchanged. The stoic,
unbending believers of these tales—scholars,
philosophers and kings—are now, finally,
being rewarded for their resolute and steadfast

faith in the veracity of what lies beneath.

Using techniques first described by
Muckleshoot tribal elders at a potlatch nearly
100 years ago, stout-hearted adventurers and
treasure seekers recently uncovered evidence
of a vast network of tunnels and caverns
behind this portal, hundreds of meters below
a farmer’s field. At long last, the gateway to

the catacombs has been breached to reveal...
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