
producers of the 
DIY Network reality 
program DIY to the 
Rescue.  Her propos-
al: renovating the 
theater•s well-worn 
dressing rooms. 
Schroeder admits, to 
her chagrin, •There 
were times artists 
would come in and 
take a look at our 
dressing rooms and 
say, •Okay, we•ll just get dressed in the tour 
bus.• I would have, too.Ž

DIY was very interested in “ lming the 
project, but scheduling con” icts arose at the 
network and it looked like the project would 
be put on inde“ nite hold. The dedication 
of certain board members convinced them 
otherwise. •We have an amazing Tampa The-
atre Foundation Board,Ž says Schroeder, •and 
board member Beth Bernitt works at the 

Beck Group, an international developer and 
construction company.Ž Bernitt convinced 
the Beck Group to project manage and hire 
on their own legion of subcontractors to 
help. •In total, I think nearly 26 companies 
donated upwards of $200,000 worth of labor 
and materials.Ž When DIY returned to pick 
up their initial shooting schedule, producers 
were so impressed with the Tampa Theatre•s 
resourcefulness, one episode morphed into a 

two-part DIY special 
event. 

•The thing about 
Tampa Theatre is 
its history,Ž says 
Schroeder, •and 
it•s this legacy that 
makes Tampa The-
atre an important 
part of our com-
munity.Ž The Tampa 
community feels a 
deep sense of stew-

ardship for the theater that their grassroots 
pressure helped to preserve„and shepherd 
into the new century. •Tampa Theatre is 
relevant today. We had 1,300 school kids 
come in here yesterday to see a show and 
they could care less whether it was built in 
1926„they•re starting their relationship 
with Tampa Theatre today. For an historic 
place, it•s very much alive„it•s thriving and 
it•s relevant.Ž 
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LOWER MEZZANINE
Designed by John Eberson and built in 1926, it was 
chosen by LIFE as one of ÒAmericaÕs 21 WondersÓ

ETERNAL NIGHT
Tampa TheatreÕs auditorium is made to mimic a 

Mediterranean courtyard at night

A DIMENSION OF SIGHT AND SOUND
Just another sold out screening at Tampa Theatre
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