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posite to James McAvoy in Wanted getting 
ripped for the role. My character made me 
be anorexic. 

You went the Christian Bale route. 

And I didn•t have to do any crazy training. 
Chloe [Moretz, Hit-Girl] had to do three 
months. She used to “ ght with bamboo 
sticks and samurai swords and knives and 
guns. She had to shoot a lot of f„king guns, 
she did. Jealous of all that.

What was it like working with Nicolas 
Cage?

He•s really funny„he really brings every-
thing off the page. He just completely brings 
it alive. He does this Adam West take on Big 
Daddy and it completely works. At “ rst, me 
and Matthew were just pissing ourselves in 
hysterics„it was so funny. And then Mat-
thew•s like, •What the f„k are you doing?• He 
explained it and Matthew was like, •Oh s„t, 
that•s so good!• It worked. He•s really quirky 
and interesting„he•s really cool on set. 

You touched on this when you were 
talking about ChloeÕs character. Kick-
Ass has this theme about inß uencesÑ
almost cults. SheÕs inß uenced by her 
dad. Your character is inß uenced by 
comic books, and then he inß uences 
this whole other class of people to 
want to be superheroes.

Do you think it•s going to make people who 
see it go crazy?

A domino effect. TheyÕre going to 
see it and go crazy. TheyÕll tell their 
friends to see it and theyÕll go crazy...

There are people who actually do that 
right now. When we started “ lming, there 
were these two f„king douchebag idiots 
running around New York with costumes 
on of Robin and the Green Lantern. They 
were running around trying to clean up 
the streets like Sherlock Holmes. Helping 
old ladies across the street. If it makes them 
happy, it makes them happy„do what you 
want to do. All up for that. But luckily this 
is an R-rated movie, so hopefully it won•t 
set off gangs of kid violence. Kids aren•t go-
ing to start blowing up things. There might 
be an intake of kung fu lessons. Your local 
karate center might sign up a few more 
blokes. 

True story: in the town I used to live 
in, there was a guy who dressed up 
like Batman. Nobody knew who he 
was. This was in college, and he would 
walk around and visit all of the sorority 
houses and knock on their door and 
ask if they were okay. He wasnÕt even 
in a cheap Batman outÞ tÑhe was in 
a full molded-rubber costume. He 
walked everywhere; he didnÕt have 

a Batmobile. It was a small town and 
weÕd drive by him in the middle of 
the day getting harassed by the cops. 
We found out one day he was literally 
living under a bridgeÑwe went down 
there with ß ashlights and he was in his 
full Batman costume at ten at night. 
And then one day, he just vanished. 

That•s mad. That•s America, though„

ThereÕs no crazy people in England?

The comic book thing isn•t as big in Eng-
land as it is in the US. But I have this great 
crazy lady where I live in Camden. I call her 
The Mascot. She•s this bag lady and I see her 
walking up and down the road. She•s about 
85, back bent, white hair, carries this orange 
Sainsbury•s shopping market bag “ lled 
with birdseed. She has this whole ” ock of 
pigeons that just walks behind her. She 
walks right down the middle of the road„
she stops cars, buses, everything. She•s the 
funniest woman ever„I see her all the 
time, she•s brilliant. I see her in places that 
are quite far away from my house, too. 
It•s bizarre. Although she•s a bit poverty-
looking, all in rags, I bet she•s one of those 
millionaires. I bet she•s ridiculously rich, 
but just has f„k-all to do, so she just walks 
around. I•d love to “ nd out who she is and 
where she lives. She•s barking mad, but 
she•s the best.  
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STUDY GUIDES
Kick-Ass and friends learn his

superhero moves from the manuals


