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> Robert Rodriguez loved the Ô80s classic so 

much he wrote his own sequel in 1997 and 

pitched it to Arnold SchwarzeneggerÑwho 

turned it down. Flash-forward 12 years and 

20th Century Fox remembered his script 

and asked the Grindhouse director to give 

it another stab. Attached as a producer, 

Rodriguez shepherded the reboot, enlisting 

new writers and director Nimr—d Antal 

(Vacancy) to bring it to glorious, bloody life. 

HereÕs the twist: instead of drawing 

inspiration from the earlier installments, 

Predators pays homage to Richard ConnellÕs 

man-hunting short story ÒThe Most 

Dangerous Game.Ó Adrien Brody plays a 

mercenary trying to lead a makeshift team 

of EarthÕs baddest brawlers: death row 

murderers, assassins, yakuza and secret-

ops killers. TheyÕve woken up on a foreign 

planet revealed to be a hunting reserve for 

alien predators practicing to slay humans.  

Along with a doctor who claims he canÕt 

understand why heÕs there, too, the gang 

of eight Þ ghtsÑand failsÑto survive. ÒI put 

on 25 pounds for this role, but that wasnÕt 

the point,Ó said Brody when clips of the Þ lm 

previewed at SXSW. ÒThey didnÕt hire me 

to be a bodybuilder. ItÕs not the physical 

strength that outsmarts an alien with energy-

based weapons and high tracking skills and a 

culture of hunting and trophy huntingÑyou 

have to outsmart them.Ó 

And hereÕs the second twist: the predator 

taxonomy has expanded. The classic bi-ped 

is joined by what early character drafts hint 

are giant predator mosquitoes, wolves and 

a beast dubbed ÒMr. Black.Ó The villains 

are still draped heavy with dreadlocks and 

infrared vision, but Rodriguez promises that 

theyÕve been given a fearsome update for 

a whole new terror. Said Rodriguez, ÒIf the 

original was the 8-track version, then these 

are the iPod versions.Ó


